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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to the Petition, filed on 08/05/08. 

Claims 1-15, filed on 12/21/07, are pending in this application. In this communication, 
claims 1, 7, 12, and 15 are independent claims. This action is made final. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. Claims 1, 3-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sheppard 
(hereinafter "Sheppard", U.S. Patent No. 6,026,397). 

As to claim 1 , Sheppard shows a method for comparing information from a plurality of 
items on a visual display (e.g., figs. 7 and 15), comprising the steps of 

(a) identifying with a common tag (Actual/Percentage Values tag 160 can be selected for 
Hist 1 and Hist 2, e.g., figs. 7 and 15), passages in the information for each of the plurality of 
different items which relate to a category of information (different values are compared side -by- 
side shown as 146 versus 148 of fig. 7 and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 line 44-col. 8 line 20, 
and col. 15 lines 14-31); 

(b) providing a different display area in the visual display for each of the plurality of 
different items (e.g., figs. 7 and 15); and 

(c) displaying in each of the display areas the passages from each of the plurality of 
different items which are identified by a designated common tag, so that the passages are 
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observable at the same time (different values are compared side-by-side shown as 146 versus 148 
of fig. 7 and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 line 44-col. 8 line 20, and col. 15 lines 14-31). 

As to claim 3, Sheppard shows the method of claim 1 wherein the information about the 
plurality of different items is found in reports compiled for each of the plurality of items, and 
each of the common tags is an anchor link (e.g., figs. 7 and 15). 

As to claim 4, Sheppard teaches the method of claim 3 wherein the reports are compiled 
by an information server (database 44, e.g., col. 4 lines 57-65 and fig. 1). 

As to claim 5, Sheppard shows the method of claim 4 wherein the information server 
inserts the common tags into the reports (database 44 and its processor connecting with the 
user's computer 12 to process data and print the reports as shown in figs. 7 and 15). 

As to claim 6, Sheppard shows the method of claim 4 wherein the information server is 
located remotely from the visual display (database 44 (fig. 1) and its processor connecting with 
the user's computer 12 to process data and print the reports as shown in figs. 7 and 15). 

As to claim 7, Sheppard shows a method of providing comparative information in an 
image displayed by a visual display about a plurality of different items, wherein information 
about the plurality of different items includes portions relating to common topics, and further 
wherein the portions on common topics are identified in the information by identifying tags 
(Actual/Percentage Values tag 160 can be selected for Hist 1 and Hist 2, e.g., figs. 7 and 15, and 
see claim 1 above), the method comprising the steps of 

(a) providing a navigational frame in the displayed image (e.g., windows 160 and 162); 
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(b) providing a plurality of dynamic frames in the displayed image (different values are 
compared side-by-side shown as 146 versus 148 of fig. 7 and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 
line 44-col. 8 line 20, and col. 15 lines 14-31); 

(c) receiving in the navigational frame a user designation of the different items to be 
compared (Actual/Percentage Values tag 160 can be selected for Hist 1 and Hist 2, e.g., figs. 7 
and 15); 

(d) display simultaneously in each of the dynamic frames information about the different 
items designated to be compared (different values are compared side-by-side shown as 146 
versus 148 of fig. 7 and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 line 44-col. 8 line 20, and col. 15 lines 
14-31). 

As to claim 8, it can be rejected under similar rational as claim 7. Note the rejection of 
claim 7 above. 

As to claim 9, Sheppard shows the method of claim 7 further including the step of 
compiling the information about the plurality of items in a server located remotely from the 
visual display (database 44 (fig. 1) and its processor connecting with the user's computer 12 to 
process data and print the reports as shown in figs. 7 and 15). 

As to claim 10, Sheppard shows the method of claim 9 further including the steps of 
(a) sending a request to the server for reports about the items designated in the 
navigational frame (Actual/Percentage Values tag 160 can be selected for Hist 1 and Hist 2, e.g., 
figs. 7 and 15, and different values are compared side-by-side shown as 146 versus 148 of fig. 7 
and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 line 44-col. 8 line 20, and col. 15 lines 14-31); 
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(b) compiling in the sever the requested reports (different values are compared side-by- 
side shown as 146 versus 148 of fig. 7 and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 line 44-col. 8 line 20, 
and col. 15 lines 14-31); and 

(c) communicating the requested reports to the visual display (different values are 
compared side-by-side shown as 146 versus 148 of fig. 7 and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 
line 44-col. 8 line 20, and col. 15 lines 14-31). 

As to claim 11, Sheppard shows the method of claim 10 wherein the compiling step 
includes the step of assembling frames for the reports corresponding to each of the portions on 
the common topics (Actual/Percentage Values tag 160 can be selected for Hist 1 and Hist 2, e.g., 
figs. 7 and 15, and different values are compared side-by-side shown as 146 versus 148 of fig. 7 
and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 line 44-col. 8 line 20, and col. 15 lines 14-31). 

As to claims 12-14, they are apparatus claims of method claims 7-8, and 10. Note the 
rejections of claims 7-8, and 10 above respectively. 

As to claim 15, it is individually similar in scope to claim 10 above; therefore, rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sheppard 
(hereinafter "Sheppard", U.S. Patent No. 6,026,397) in view of Freidman et al. (hereinafter 
"Freidman", U.S. Patent No. 6,360,188 Bl). 

As to claim 2, Sheppard shows the method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of different 
items (see claim 1 above) and the information being compared is information (different values 
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are compared side -by-side shown as 146 versus 148 of fig. 7 and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 
line 44-col. 8 line 20, and col. 15 lines 14-31); however, Sheppard does not clearly mention that 
the plurality items are investments. Freidman clearly teaches banking information and 
investments (Freidman, col. 1 1 line 57-col. 12 line 63, and figs. 3-5, and 7C). It would have been 
obvious, at the time of the invention, a person with ordinary skill in the art would have the 
financial display features of Freidman's financial model in Sheppard's system to provide more 
flexible ways in viewing data for users by using the direct graphical representation facilitates 
planning operations and enables accurate, rapid and easily understandable development of plans 
(Freidman, Abstract). 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on 12/21/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicants argued and Examiner disagrees with the following reasons: 

a. Actual Percentage Value(s) as shown in figs. 7 and 15 is not a common tag as 

claimed by the Applicant. 

The Actual/Percentage Value(s) tag 160 can be selected in order to 
compare data side-by-side of Hist 1 and Hist 2 (e.g., figs. 7 and 15). The data 
information shown in 154 and 156 are linked and associated with the 146 and 
148; therefore, Sheppard clearly discloses that the passages in the information for 
each of the plurality of different items which relate to a category of information 
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(different values are compared side-by-side shown as 146 versus 148 of fig. 7 and 
342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 line 44-col. 8 line 20, and col. 15 lines 14-31). 

b. Actual Percentage Value(s) as shown in figs. I and 15 is not the portions on 

common topics. 

The data information shown in 154 and 156 are linked and associated with 
the 146 and 148; therefore, Sheppard clearly discloses that the passages in the 
information for each of the plurality of different items which relate to a category 
of information (different values are compared side-by-side shown as 146 versus 
148 of fig. 7 and 342 versus 344 of fig. 15, col. 7 line 44-col. 8 line 20, and col. 
15 lines 14-31). In the example shown in fig. 15, the distribution of the parameter 
AGE selected in parameter list section 345 is in top histogram 342 for cluster cell 
number "2" and lower histogram 344 for cluster cell number "3". Summary 
statistics 346, e.g., occupancy, mean, standard deviation, and minimum and 
maximum values, are also provided for upper 342 and lower 344 histograms 
^^^^K^^^^^B set as a whole. Histograms 342 and 344 in window 340 may 
be displayed as actual values, which is the case in the example of fig. 15. 
Alternatively, histograms 342 and 344 can be displayed as percentage values by 
making appropriate selections in values sections 347 of window 340. The Copy 
Hist 1 button 348 and Copy Hist 2 button 350 copies the associated histogram to a 
clipboard in order that the histograms can be imported as bit maps to an 
appropriate application, for example, a word processing application. Once copied 
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to the clipboard, the histograms may then be pasted into a word processing 
document (Sheppard, col. 20 lines 14-50, and figs. 7 and 15). 
All other arguments can be addressed as a similar rationale as (a) or (b) above. 



Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TRUC T. CHUONG whose telephone number is (571)272-4134. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

True T. Chuong 



/Weilun Lo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



